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Synopsis

On March 8, 1421, the largest fleet the world had ever seen set sail from China to "proceed all the
way to the ends of the earth to collect tribute from the barbarians beyond the seas." When the fleet
returned home in October 1423, the emperor had fallen, leaving China in political and economic
chaos. The great ships were left to rot at their moorings and the records of their journeys were
destroyed. Lost in the long, self-imposed isolation that followed was the knowledge that Chinese
ships had reached America seventy years before Columbus and had circumnavigated the globe a
century before Magellan. And they colonized America before the Europeans, transplanting the

principal economic crops that have since fed and clothed the world.
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Customer Reviews

A former submarine commander in Britain’s Royal Navy, Menzies must enjoy doing battle. The
amateur historian’s lightly footnoted, heavily speculative re-creation of little-known voyages made by
Chinese ships in the early 1400s goes far beyond what most experts in and outside of China are
willing to assert and will surely set tongues wagging. According to Menzies’s brazen but dull account
of the Middle Kingdom’s exploits at sea, Magellan, Dias, da Gama, Cabral and Cook only
"discovered" lands the Chinese had already visited, and they sailed with maps drawn from Chinese
charts. Menzies alleges that the Chinese not only discovered America, but also established colonies
here long before Columbus set out to sea. Because China burned the records of its historic
expeditions led by Zheng He, the famed eunuch admiral and the focus of this account, Menzies is

forced to defend his argument by compiling a tedious package of circumstantial evidence that



ranges from reasonable to ridiculous. While the book does contain some compelling claims-for
example, that the Chinese were able to calculate longitude long before Western explorers-drawn
from Menzies’s experiences at sea, his overall credibility is undermined by dubious research
methods. In just one instance, when confounded by the derivation of cryptic words on a Venetian
map, Menzies first consults an expert at crossword puzzles rather than an etymologist. Such an
approach to scholarship, along with a promise of more proof to come in the paperback edition, casts
a shadow of doubt over Menzies’s discoveries. 32 pages of color illus., 27 maps and diagrams.
Book-of-the-Month Club alternate.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers

to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Menzies makes the fascinating argument that the Chinese discovered the Americas a full 70 years
before Columbus. Not only did the Chinese discover America first, but they also, according to the
author, established a number of subsequently lost colonies in the Caribbean. Furthermore, he
asserts that the Chinese circumnavigated the globe, desalinated water, and perfected the art of
cartography. In fact, he believes that most of the renowned European explorers actually sailed with
maps charted by the Chinese. Though most historical records were destroyed during centuries of
turmoil in the Far East, he manages to cobble together some feasible evidence supporting his
controversial conclusions. Sure to cause a stir among historians, this questionable tale of adventure
on the high seas will be hotly debated in academic circles. Margaret FlanaganCopyright A©
American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

A thorough and almost encyclopedic collection of facts relating to Chinese exploration in the 13th

Century.

interesting book

Fascinating book!

I'm still reading the book, but up to this moment i'm liking it very much. Rich on details and the

author writes in clear way

Interesting concept with many possible stories.



very good

This is a fascinating and very well researched book that will change history as we have known it!!!

Of course this novel is pure historical poppycock, but it’s still a good read. Forget about all the

footnotes and references, they mean nothing to such rousing fiction.
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